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Beloved of Christ, 
 
This letter took quite a while to compose as it will be the last one I write as your 
Pastor. I have truly been blessed by each of you over the last seven years and am 
so thankful that God brought us together in ministry. I could not have imagined 
how God would work through us and be proclaimed in this community. God is 
good and God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
 
It has been a true honor and blessing to walk with you in all the paths life has taken 
us. I thank you for being able to celebrate anniversaries and birthdays with you. I 
am humbled to have shared the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper with 
you and trusted in the grace that we all need to get through another day. What a 
privilege it has been to sit with you in the sacred and scary places of hospital 
rooms and funeral parlors. I pray that God used me to speak words of comfort and 
hope. 
 
You have taught me so much and been so patient in our time together. I offer my 
sincerest gratitude. Please praise God for all that was good, and worthwhile, and 
upbuilding for the church. I ask your forgiveness to me for all that not.  
 
I am saddened that our last months together were nothing like anyone expected or 
hoped due to Covid-19. Jennifer and I miss seeing each of you. We thank you for 
all the cards and offerings of love you have lavished on us even through this very 
difficult time. 
 
Your Session is working hard to serve God and serve this church in the best way 
they possibly can. Decisions have not been easy and disagreements have been 
shared. Thankfully, God has kept them bound to each other in the greatest goal of 
glorifying God in this church. They will need your support, encouragement, and 
prayers as they have been asked to shoulder so much. I pray that even as many of 
the members of this church are not all of one opinion, that you may all be of one 
mind – that of loving the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and 
loving each other.  
 
I want to share some words that I have used often at weddings, but truly believe 
would be amazing if we all practiced them in all aspects of our lives. Paul writes in 
Colossians: “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another 
and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful.” 
 
My prayer for you individually and for this church collectively is that this may 
define Roxboro Presbyterian Church. 
 
Stay firm in the faith. Trust in the Holy Spirit who has graciously led you this far. 
Proclaim the freedom of Jesus Christ and live in thanksgiving to God the Father 
and creator of us all.  
 
I close with a traditional Irish blessing:  
May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
 
To the glory of God. Alleluia. Amen. 

Pastor Evan 
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Worship Opportunities 
 

All of the below have been cancelled physically. When possible Zoom meetings are being set up. 

 

There are several different Worship Opportunities to get involved in.  Please help spread the word to 
family and friends, and mark you calendars so you won’t miss: 
 

Adult Sunday School—Everyone is always welcome to join either of our adult Sunday School 
classes!  The Good Grounds class meets in the Church Parlor. We are currently reading “Everything 
Happens for a Reason” by Kate Bowler. The Challengers class meets in the Community Room and is 
currently studying "Discipleship and Mission." The Thematic Sunday School class meets in the Youth 
Sunday School Room. We are currently studying “Love Carved in Stone.” Pastor Evan is facilitating.  

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study—Meets every Wednesday at 10:00am in the Community Room. All 
are invited to join us. 

 

Presbyterian Women Friendship Circle—Meets the 2nd Monday of each month September through 
May. Our Bible study for 2019-2020 looks intriguing: “Love carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments.” ….. “What would it mean to consider the 10 Commandments as 'love letter' from a 
loving God?” 
 

Choir—Anyone who reads music and enjoys singing praises to God is invited to join the Choir. We 
practice every Wednesday evening at 7:00pm. Please see Jennifer Walker if you are 
interested. 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners—The 2nd Wednesday night of the month, September through 
May, we have a church-wide dinner. We invite a representative from one of the local 
organizations that we help support with our Mission dollars.********* 

 

 

Worship Committee  
Kjersti Lockhart, Chair 

 
Committee Members: Pat Cobb, Laura Dallas, Kjersti Lockhart, Bonnie Montague, Jennifer Walker, 
and Evan Walker  
 
Pulpit Supply Sundays:  
 

No pulpit supply Sunday needs are currently on the calendar.  
  
Worship Paraments  
 

Paraments are currently white for the season of Easter.  
 
Other Items: 
 

Traditional Worship services have been canceled since Sunday, March 22nd, and in place of them Rev. 
Walker has offered online worship services through Facebook Live. This has allowed for a considerable 
outreach and opportunity for the congregation to stay as connected as possible during this unusual time. 
Outlines for worship have also been emailed for those who do not have access to Facebook. Many 
congregation members have also reached out to those without online access to keep them connected with 

our worship. • Rev. Walker has also stepped up to offer daily devotionals each day at 9am on Facebook Live 

that include prayers and scripture readings. These began on Thursday, March 19th and have been a 
wonderful way to connect both within our congregation and with a wider social network of family and 

friends. • I invite the Session to consider what we would like to see in regards to lowering of COVID-19 risks 

before resuming in-person worship services.  
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Presbyterian Women News 
From Your Moderator.... 

 
“Presbyterian Women are dedicated witnesses to God's love, and to the promise of God's realm in 

everything we do.” 

Roxboro Presbyterian Women 

celebrates the love of God holding 

us together during days we're 

temporarily physically apart.   Each 

one in the worldwide church abides 

in that love in a unique way — 

working, zooming, praying, helping, 

planning, planting, phoning.... as the 

creative Spirit leads.  We rejoice in 

the two youngest members of 

Roxboro Presbyterian Women, 

Adeline and Ella Louise!  And in the 

news that Maggie Rand has won a 

scholarship from New Hope 

Presbytery Presbyterian 

Women!   Love and congratulations 

all!!  As we follow the Spirit through 

these tumultuous and still days, 

Rabbi Abraham Heschel's words ring 

true --  "Just to live is holy.   Just to be is blessing."  Thanks be, for the blessing of every soul in this RPC community 

of disciples!   

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Missions Committee would like to express our immense gratitude for your overwhelming support of  the 
May Donations Project. Your generosity in giving items and cash donations is greatly appreciated by all four 
groups being helped. It was heartwarming to hear what one project leader said in a simple and touching way-
“Please tell your church thank you for caring.” 
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Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee 
Diana Jeffries, Chair 

 

All Fellowship activities have been cancelled due to COVID-19.        

         Diana Jeffries, Committee Chair 

Property Committee 
Sam Wilson, Chair 

 
Property and Grounds Report for Roxboro Presbyterian Church 5/19/2020 
 
2 years and 22 days after the first phone call, our lift is complete. State and county inspections  
were passed last week. 
 
Sam Wilson 
   
 
 

RPC Directory Updates 
 
This is still a work in progress.  

 

The staff, anniversaries, birthdays, and member contact pages of the directory have been 

updated . We will get you updated photos as soon as possible. You should be receiving a PDF 

file shortly. If you would like a hard copy of the directory, please feel free to contact the church 

office at 336-599-1564 or roxboropc@gmail.com and we can get you one.  Also, please let us 

know if you have any other changes or additions to our mailing list or to the directory.   
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ROXBORO PRESBYTERIAN  

 With the start of each new year, the Session updates the Shepherd’s List.  Your Session Member “Shepherd” will be contacting you periodically, and you 

are always welcome to contact them with questions, concerns, prayer requests or joys.   

NORMAN BOYETTE KIM RAND 

Barnard, John & Charlotte Illsley, John & Sarah 

Barwick, Fred & Phyllis Bridgeman Jeffries, Tink & Diana 

Benedetto, Mike & Dale King, Chip & Lori, Bella & Neb 

Bettendorf, Justin & Anne, Aurora   King, Mary 

Boyette, C.W. & Alice King, Randy & Bonnie 

Boyette, Norman & Rhonda Kisner, Janna & Jeff 

Braswell, Kevin & Jean Lockhart, Brooks & Kjersti 

Brewer, John Lowrance, Kay 

Bridgeman, Ules MacFadyen, Hanky & Nan 

Brown, Debbie MacFadyen, Lynn 

Bullock, Charlie Matheny, Jon & Laura, Bebe 

Bullock, John Miller, Beth 

  

SAM WILSON DIANA JEFFRIES 

Burke, Libby Montague, Bonnie & Tommy, John, Julia 

Burnette, Alex (Buff) & Zalene Newell, Jr., Henry & Judy 

Cates, Walter & Kathryn Newell, Jean 

Chester, Marilyn Oakley, Riley 

Cleveland, Mabel Powley, Victor & Anne 

Cobb, Pat  Rand, Bill & Kim, Maggie, Will 

Coppridge, Bill Rieb, Walter & Millie 

Dallas, Bill & Marilyn Rimmington, John 

Dallas, Jamie & Laura, Cole & Cameron Sherman, Donald & Delories 

Dallas, Jimmy & Nancy Sherman, Richard 

DeVillier, Jim & Jodi, & Stephanie Snipes, David & Jane 

Dickerson, Eunice Taylor, Bobbie 

  Taylor, Marcus 

JANE FORTON MARK HARRILL 

Ernst, Charles & Traudl Townsend, Beth, Olivia 

Ferguson, Ray Tucker, Mary 

Forton, Philippe, Jane, Chris, (Caroline, Kyle Hart) Walker, Evan & Jennifer 

Gentry, Bradsher & Elizabeth Wickles, Jim & Diane 

Gideon, Gene & Sharon Wiggins, Betsy 

Green, Amy  Williams, Nathan, Sheila 

Green, Ruth Williams, Paul & Carolyn 

Hale, Ted & Betty Wilson, George & Shirl 

Harrill, Mark 
Wilson, Sam & Angie, Sam II, Ashlan &     
Adeline   

Harward, Stephen & Mary, Ausley & Rand Wood, Danny 

Holler, Roy, Meg (Kemp, Russ, Kay, MaryMac) Woodall, Leigh & Carolyn 

 Wright, Gay Foster 
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BIRTHDAYS, CELEBRATIONS  

& OTHER NEWS 

June 
  3—Marilyn Dallas 
  4—Fred Barwick 
  8—Mary King 
12—Riley Oakley 
16—Beth Miller 
16—Mary Tucker 
22—Cam Dallas 
28—Ray Ferguson 
29—Rhonda Boyette 

Congratulations to 
Recipients of The Linda 

Leigh Slaughter 
Scholarship Fund 

John Montague who graduated 
from Person High School plans to 

attend East Carolina University. 

Maggie Grace Rand who 
graduated from Roxboro 

Community School and will be 
studying at The University of 

North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

Each received $1,000 to defray 
the costs of books and/or tuition. 

Rev. Walker presented the 
awards virtually at each awards 
night. 

The Committee: Zee Burnette, 
Nancy Dallas, and Riley Oakley.   

July 
 1—Bonnie Montague 
 2—Angie Wilson 
 5—Neb King 
 7—Jane Forton 
13—Chip King 
17—Julia Montague 
18—Gay Foster Wright 
22—Philippe Forton 
24—Richard Sherman 
31—Bobbie Taylor 

Birth Announcement 

Congratulations to Brooks and 
Kjersti Lockhart on the birth of 
Ella Louise Lockhart born May 22, 
2020. 

Got News? 
Birthdays to add? Wedding  
Announcements?  Anniversary  
Announcements? Graduations?   
Births? Engagements?   
Other Celebrations or Special  
Announcements?  Let us know! 
Please either email the church at 
roxboropc@gmail.com or con-
tact the church at 336-599-1564. 
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Historical Moment  
Submitted by: Leigh Woodall 

 

Historical Moment – In the annals of Roxboro Presbyterian history, a document was 
uncovered by Betty Hale which was written by her mother, Rachel Brown, describing 
some of the early preachers of Roxboro Presbyterian Church.  Betty speculates that this 
document may have been used during the Centennial Celebration of our church in 1992.  
This same document was used in 2011 when the Pastor Nominating Committee was 
compiling a Church Information Form, required by New Hope Presbytery, as a 
prerequisite for beginning the search for a new minister.  Evan Walker, our current pastor, 
was called to RPC as a result of the PNC activities in 2010 – 2012.  Nancy Dallas chaired 
this very successful PNC effort.  Let’s review some of Rachel Brown’s thoughts circa 
1992.   

“Many of you remember some of our pastors of bygone years:  John Mack Walker, 
George W. Heaton, Arthur Courtenay, H. P. Rupenthal, Charles R. Norwood, Robert Q. 
Pierce, and Ronald J. Gilreath.  Our Presbyterian church has had some very fine ministers 
– and we have been truly blessed, too, with our interim minister, Dr. James M. Efird.  But 
I’m going to take you back to the first part of the century – before most of you were 
born.” 

“The first pastor I remember was Mr. W. O. Sample.  He and Mrs. Sample, with their 
family, moved to Roxboro in 1920 to what was then the new manse on Barnette Avenue.  
The children were Gilbert, Lillian, Bess, and the beautiful “Miss Cornelia,” the mother of 
Henry Newell, Sr.  Well, our most eligible bachelor, Mr. Bruce Newell, started courting 
Miss Cornelia – riding her around in his big black touring car.  In 1922, Bruce and Cornelia 
were married in our old Presbyterian Church on South Lamar St.  My brother, Darcy, and 
his twin sister, Annie Long, were in the wedding.  Darcy was the ring bearer and Annie 
Long was the flower girl.  That wedding was indeed a blessing for our church and our 
community because we kept Miss Cornelia here.” 

“The old Roxboro Presbyterian Church was located where the Centura Bank is now 
(currently it is Fidelity Bank) but it faced Lamar Street.  It was a small white frame 
structure with only one entrance – the front door.  Inside were straight back wooden 
pews.  You couldn’t go to sleep very well in those pews.  In each of the two aisles there 
was a big wood or coal stove.  In the winter time Mr. W. L. King, the father of Randolph, 
Neb, and Mary Woody, would see that the church was warm.  Mr. King saw about a lot of 
things concerning the church, just like Randolph does today.”  (Mrs. Brown wrote these 
words in the early to mid 1990’s.  We shall continue her reflections about the early 
church including choir practice and the church music program in our next newsletter.  
Mrs. Brown also describes another wedding – that of a “very pretty Episcopalian” and a 
minister who was an accomplished violinist.)         
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