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Beloved of Christ, 
 
An interesting story from Ezra 3 has captivated me recently. During King Solomon’s reign, a 
temple to God was constructed. This was said to be ornate and quite impressive. In 587 BC, 
Babylon conquers Judah and razes the city, including the temple, and forcibly relocates the people. 
The land lies in ruin until 538 BC. When Ezra, Nehemiah, and Haggai (all books in our Bible) 
speak, it is because the temple and most of the city remain in ruins. 
 
The people heed these voices and Ezra 3:10-13 reads:  

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their 
vestments were stationed to praise the Lord with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of 
Asaph, with cymbals, according to the directions of King David of Israel; and they sang 
responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever towards Israel. 
And all the people responded with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and 
heads of families, old people who had seen the first house on its foundations, wept with a 
loud voice when they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for joy, so that the 
people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s 
weeping, for the people shouted so loudly that the sound was heard far away. 

 
The songs mixed together so that those hearing it could not distinguish the shout of joy from the 
sound of weeping. The people in Ezra’s day are in a difficult place. Some remember the pain and 
the hurt. Some look back on better times and can only imagine that this new temple cannot be 
anything close to what Solomon’s Temple was. Some weep because they remember how the 
prophets tried to warn them of an impending disaster, but the people didn’t turn from their sin. 
There are countless reasons why they may weep. 
 
Then you have others. Others who look forward. Others who don’t know all of that but see a new 
thing happening. Others who shout for joy for the laying of a new foundation. Others who are 
happy the rebuilding is starting in earnest. 
 
If you haven’t noticed, we are in a transition time in the church. We have a lift project underway 
and lots of fresh ideas for ministry and worship. As exciting as this time is, I imagine there are 
people who weep for various reasons. 
 
Perhaps you know these feelings personally. For some, life is not where you thought it would be. 
For others, there is excitement and joy for what lies ahead. Some will mourn at the passing of 
loved ones or other difficult life transitions. While others rejoice at the promise of new life in 
births or brand new opportunities at work. 
 
I think we all know the feelings of weeping and the feelings of shouting with joy. My favorite part 
of this passage is that no one is told to stop. The ones rejoicing are not told to keep it down. Those 
weeping are not told to stop or get over it. The weeping and the mourning come together in one in 
praise of the God who was so faithful and continues to be so faithful.  We need both. 
 
It is good to make space to reflect honestly on the past. It is good to speak of fears for the future. If 
we don’t name them they will simply fester under the surface. To name them brings them out. 
Those rejoicing need to listen to the weeping. It keeps them grounded. It reminds them of where 
they came from.  
 
However, we need to let the sound of rejoicing ring out as well. We remember that God is still at 
work among us doing a new thing. God calls us forward. God has not left us in the shadow of the 
valley of death, but is leading us through it into life. 
 
I love this passage because the fullness of our life is found here. This new way forward is built on 
the exact same foundation as the first temple. For us, the way forward is to build on the sure 
foundation of Christ. Friends, we do not put our hope in the building. We do not put our hope in 
what we can control in life. We do not put our hope anywhere but in Christ our Lord. 
 
The people build a new temple, but it’s not about the temple. The temple has a purpose. That 
purpose is to worship God and to remind people of the God who has been so faithful will continue 
to be faithful. Sometimes our worship is tears. Sometimes our worship is rejoicing. Either way, 
God hears us. God is faithful to us. God will not leave nor forsake us. Thanks be to God, that when 
I am weak you can be strong for me. Thanks be to God, that when you are weak I can be strong for 
you. Together we grow in Christ, grow in faith, and become the church God intends us to be. 

 
Pastor Evan 
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Worship Opportunities 
There are several different Worship Opportunities to get involved in.  Please help spread the word to 
family and friends, and mark you calendars so you won’t miss: 
 

Adult Sunday School—Everyone is always welcome to join either of our adult Sunday School 
classes!  The Good Grounds class meets in the Church Parlor. We are currently reading “Everything 
Happens for a Reason” by Kate Bowler. The Challengers class meets in the Community Room and is 
currently studying "Discipleship and Mission." The Thematic Sunday School class meets in the Youth 
Sunday School Room. We are currently studying “Love Carved in Stone.” Pastor Evan is facilitating.  

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study—Meets every Wednesday at 10:00am in the Community Room. All 
are invited to join us. 

 

Presbyterian Women Friendship Circle—Meets the 2nd Monday of each month September through 
May. Our Bible study for 2019-2020 looks intriguing: “Love carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments.” ….. “What would it mean to consider the 10 Commandments as 'love letter' from a 
loving God?” 
 

Choir—Anyone who reads music and enjoys singing praises to God is invited to join the Choir. We 
practice every Wednesday evening at 7:00pm. Please see Jennifer Walker if you are interested. 

 

Wednesday Night Dinners—The 2nd Wednesday night of the month, September through May, we have 
a church-wide dinner. We invite a representative from one of the local organizations that we 
help support with our Mission dollars.********* 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Worship Committee  
Kjersti Lockhart, Chair 

Notes from Mark Harrell 2019 
 
Committee Members: Pat Cobb, Laura Dallas, Kjersti Lockhart, Bonnie Montague, Jennifer 
Walker, and Evan Walker 
 
Pulpit Supply Sundays:  
 
Betty Hale and Mark Harrill led us in worship on December 1st. 
Lunch and Hanging of the Greens followed the worship service. 
Pulpit Supply leader for Jan. 19, 2020 - Dr. Robert Brizendine. 
  
Worship Paraments  
 
Paraments have been replaced; Colors are GREEN for Ordinary Time (except Communion). 
Diana Jeffries prepared the elements for Communion on December 1st. 
Mark Harrill prepared the elements for the Christmas Eve service.  
 
Other Items: 
 
Monthly Updates to ‘License One’ have been updated.  This is an ongoing process – for any music we 
might photocopy, broadcast or use outside the regular copyright terms and agreements. 
 
Holy Cow! Church Assessment Tool (CAT) survey is being sponsored by the Presbytery.  We are 
encouraged to participate so we might learn more about the needs and opinions of our congregation.  
Andy James is working on Steps 2 & 3 of this Process. 
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Presbyterian Women News 
From Your Moderator.... 

 
“Presbyterian Women are dedicated witnesses to God's 

love, and to the promise of God's realm in everything we 

do.” 

A one-and-a-half minute history of Presbyterian Women 

on our YouTube channel shows how we began in the 

early 1800's when women had no official role in the 

Presbyterian Church –  and so began to organize to 

participate more fully in Jesus' mission.    Today a 

thriving community says —  

“Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves: 

to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study; to 

support the mission of the church worldwide; to work for 

justice and peace; and to build an inclusive, caring 

community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God's 

kingdom.” 
In our RPC community, we are deeply involved 

throughout our life together, and have one small group –  

Friendship Circle –   that meets 2nd Mondays at 10am 

during the school year for Bible study, fellowship, and 

planning for service.   Please let us know if you would 

enjoy a small group at a more convenient time! 

This year's Bible study has been so compelling that Mary 

Tucker and Beth Miller have been sharing it with the 

Thematic Sunday School class on Sunday mornings –  

“Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 

Commandments ” –  a "'love letter' from a loving God.”   

Author Eugenia Gamble goes deep!  Thanks to Mary and 

Beth! 
We celebrate the whole loving community of Roxboro 

Presbyterian Church, reaching out to the world God 

loves! (to find the PW channel, go to  YouTube Channel 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 

From Alice Boyette, Missions Committee Chair …. 
 

 
 At our recent Wednesday night dinner,  Deryl and Virginia 

Haun spoke on the needs of some Person High 
students.  They reported that approximately 30% of the 
1000+ students were in need of food or clothing.  We are 
supporting this project by collecting items needed. 

 
 Visiting church families continues.  We have visited 17 

families thus far with our goal of spending time with each 
family.  

 
 Mary Tucker entertained Maple Heights residents with her 

accordion music in December.  Ruth Green continues 
supplying birthday cakes each month.  Bingo is also 
continued at Maple Heights.  We had 11 residents to play 
with 5 circle members helping.  We are in need of body 
wash and jewelry--favorites of the residents.  The Hauns 
have been generous in donating stuffed animals.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our traditional “Souper Bowl” one of our local missions through the Christian 

Help Center!  

https://youtu.be/xJrivFqtuo8
iframe%20width=%22560%22%20height=%22315%22%20src=%22https:/www.youtube.com/embed/xJrivFqtuo8%22%20frameborder=%220%22%20allow=%22accelerometer;%20autoplay;%20encrypted-media;%20gyroscope;%20picture-in-picture%22%20allowfullscreen%3e%3c/iframe
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Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee 
Diana Jeffries, Chair 

 

Elder Jeffries reports Wednesday night supper was cancelled for December and January’s Wednesday night 
supper will be rescheduled for Jan. 22nd.   

The Presbyterian Women will meet on Jan. 13th followed by playing Bingo at Maple Heights.   
     

         Diana Jeffries, Committee Chair 

Property Committee 
Sam Wilson, Chair 

 
Property and Grounds Report for Roxboro Presbyterian Church 9/17/19 
 
1 new refrigerator has been delivered and installed in the kitchen.  
 
Our contractor is still waiting for permit approval from Person County Planning and Inspections.  
 
Sam Wilson 
   
 
 

RPC Directory Updates 
 
Beth Miller is working on updating the church directory. Thank you for being patient during this 

process. Beth Townsend has taken some of the member’s photos. If you or someone you know 

needs to make special arrangements for a photo, please contact Rev. Evan Walker. If you need 

a copy of the latest directory, please feel free to contact the church office at 336-599-1564 or 

roxboropc@gmail.com and we can get you one.  Also, please let us know if you have any other 

changes or additions to our mailing list or to the directory.   
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ROXBORO PRESBYTERIAN  
SHEPHERD LIST - 2020 

 With the start of each new year, the Session updates the Shepherd’s List.  Your Session Member 

“Shepherd” will be contacting you periodically, and you are always welcome to contact them with questions, 

concerns, prayer requests or joys.   

NORMAN BOYETTE KIM RAND 

Barnard, John & Charlotte Illsley, John & Sarah 

Barwick, Fred & Phyllis Bridgeman Jeffries, Tink & Diana 

Benedetto, Mike & Dale King, Chip & Lori, Bella & Neb 

Bettendorf, Justin & Anne, Aurora   King, Mary 

Boyette, C.W. & Alice King, Randy & Bonnie 

Boyette, Norman & Rhonda Kisner, Janna & Jeff 

Braswell, Kevin & Jean Lockhart, Brooks & Kjersti 

Brewer, John Lowrance, Kay 

Bridgeman, Ules MacFadyen, Hanky & Nan 

Brown, Debbie MacFadyen, Lynn 

Bullock, Charlie Matheny, Jon & Laura, Bebe 

Bullock, John Miller, Beth 

  

SAM WILSON DIANA JEFFRIES 

Burke, Libby Montague, Bonnie & Tommy, John, Julia 

Burnette, Alex (Buff) & Zalene Newell, Jr., Henry & Judy 

Cates, Walter & Kathryn Newell, Jean 

Chester, Marilyn Oakley, Riley 

Cleveland, Mabel Powley, Victor & Anne 

Cobb, Pat  Rand, Bill & Kim, Maggie, Will 

Coppridge, Bill Rieb, Walter & Millie 

Dallas, Bill & Marilyn Rimmington, John 

Dallas, Jamie & Laura, Cole & Cameron Sherman, Donald & Delories 

Dallas, Jimmy & Nancy Sherman, Richard 

DeVillier, Jim & Jodi, & Stephanie Snipes, David & Jane 

Dickerson, Eunice Taylor, Bobbie 

  Taylor, Marcus 

JANE FORTON MARK HARRILL 

Ernst, Charles & Traudl Townsend, Beth, Olivia 

Ferguson, Ray Tucker, Mary 

Forton, Philippe, Jane, Chris, (Caroline, Kyle Hart) Walker, Evan & Jennifer 

Gentry, Bradsher & Elizabeth Wickles, Jim & Diane 

Gideon, Gene & Sharon Wiggins, Betsy 

Green, Amy  Williams, Nathan, Sheila 

Green, Ruth Williams, Paul & Carolyn 

Hale, Ted & Betty Wilson, George & Shirl 

Harrill, Mark Wilson, Sam & Angie, Sam II, Ashlan  

Harward, Stephen & Mary, Ausley & Rand Wood, Danny 

Holler, Roy, Meg (Kemp, Russ, Kay, MaryMac) Woodall, Leigh & Carolyn 

 Wright, Gay Foster 
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SCHEDULES 

Ushers and Greeters 
 
Jan 5  CW & Norman Boyette 
Jan 12 Paul & Carolyn Williams 
Jan 19 Jim & Jodi DeVillier 
Jan 26 Gene & Sharon Gideon 
 
Feb 2  Amy Green & Ruth Green 
Feb 9  Diana Jeffries & Betsy Wiggins 
Feb 16 Randy & Bonnie King 
Feb 23 Brooks & Kjersti Lockhart 
 
Mar 1  Paul & Carolyn Williams 
Mar 8  Leigh & Carolyn Woodall 
Mar 15 Delories & Richard Sherman 
Mar 22 Beth & Olivia Townsend 
Mar 29 Kay Lowrance & Traudle Ernst 

Lay Readers 
 

Jan 5—Kay Lowrance 
Jan 12—Jane Forton 
Jan 19—Delories Sherman 
Jan 26—Richard Sherman 
 

Feb 2—Beth Townsend 
Feb 9—Olivia Townsend 
Feb 16—Jennifer Walker 
Feb 23—Paul Williams 
 

Mar 1—Carolyn Williams 
Mar 8—Leigh Woodall 
Mar 15—Carolyn Woodall 
Mar 22—Norman Boyette 
Mar 29—Pat Cobb 
 

Nursery & Acolyte Schedule 

 
Jan 5     
Jan 12 
Jan 19 
Jan 26 
 
Feb 2 
Feb 9 
Feb 16 
Feb 23 
 
Mar 1 
Mar 8 
Mar 15 
Mar 22 
Mar 29 
 
 

NURSERY 
Open 
Angie Wilson 
Anne Bettendorf 
Beth Townsend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACOLYTE 
Communion 
Julia Montague 
Olivia Townsend 
Cam Dallas 
 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
Communion 
 
 

Communion Schedule: 
 
Feb 2  
Feb 26 
Mar 1 
April 5 
April 9 
April 12 

 
 

Session Member Preparing: 
 
Kjersti Lockhart 
Jane Forton 
Sam Wilson 
Mark Harrill 
Kjersti Lockhart 
Norman Boyette 
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Historical Moment  
Submitted by: Leigh Woodall 

When it comes to recording the history of Roxboro Presbyterian Church, no one person has 
contributed to the written record any more than Joe Burk, Jr., deceased husband of Mrs. Libby 
Burke.  Not only did he compile Session records, but for many years, he also wrote a 
newspaper column entitled Reminiscences for the local Courier-Times.  The column dated 
3/5/1997 described the time when “D’Arcy Bradsher was Mayor of Roxboro and the dam at City 
Lake burst and everyone on city water had to ration water – but only for three days.  It could 
have been a lot longer. “ 
“A Resolution of Appreciation entered in the Sessional Record on March 19, 1984, thanks 
D’Arcy Bradsher for his excellent leadership during this crisis.  D’Arcy’s keeping everyone 
informed of the severity of the situation and of progress being made to get our water supply 
back; his handling of the statewide news media; his knowing where to get funds for immediate 
help; his getting these funds, and his giving credit to those who worked so diligently to restore 
our water supply in only three days were some of the ‘whereas clauses’ in the resolution.” 
Joe went on to describe in this same article “the Mebane Memorial church elves which he 
defined as those church members who do things without being asked to do them.  Tasks such 
as hauling off garbage, painting, repairing the furnace and making electrical repairs and 
cleaning the kitchen and bathrooms are a few of our elf jobs.”     
“Over the years, Randolph King (Mary King’s deceased husband) has done some of everything:  
served as deacon and elder numerous times; he was Sunday school superintendent for many 
years while still teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir, offering beautifully worded and 
relevant prayers and is the church painting elf.”  Joe added, “There is also an entry in our 
Sessional Record concerning Randolph and his father, W. L. King, working so hard for our 
church.” 
Joe added, ”Randolph’s wife, Mary, is a good worker for our church and is also a church elf.  
She taught Sunday school for at least twenty-five years, served on the session, is always 
present on church clean-up days, has prepared and delivered countless dishes or complete 
meals to the sick, infirm or bereaved families, worked – without pay – as church secretary for 
over thirty-five years and is definitely a church elf.”  Joe referenced “an entry in our Sessional 
Record concerning the fine job Mary King and Peggy Jones did in their preschool kindergarten 
classes they led in the church basement for a number of years.”    
Thanks, Joe, for these memories!   
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